
Verbs, Adverbs and
Adverbial Phrases
Key Stage 1 – Years 1 & 2
(children aged 5-7 years old)



What are verbs?
A verb is a word used to describe an action, state or
occurrence.

Verbs can be used to describe an action, that’s doing 
something. For example, like the word ‘jumping’ in
this sentence:

The rabbit was jumping in the field.

They can also be used to describe a state of being, that’s 
feeling something. For example, the word ‘likes’ here:
The monster likes rollercoasters.
Or a verb can be used to describe an occurrence, that’s 
something happening. For example, the word ‘became’ in 
this sentence:

The caterpillar became a butterfly.

When writing, make sure every sentence includes a verb.

Writing command sentences

Commands usually start with a ‘bossy verb’, because they 
tell someone to do something.

“Fetch me some biscuits.”

In this example, ‘fetch’ is the bossy verb.

You should use commands when you are writing
instructions telling someone how to do something.    

Verbs Expectations

In Key Stage One, pupils are introduced to verbs through 
simple activities and games.
Children may play ‘Guess the verb’ where the teacher acts 
out a verb and the children guess what it is. 

Year 1
- Children learn what a verb is.
- Add endings to verbs (-ed, -ing) where no change to the  
 root word is needed.
- Simple past tense (-ed).

Year 2
- Continuous form of verbs in past and present tense.
- Add –ed, -ing and –es to verbs that end in c & y.

Key Stage 2 - Adverbs and adverbial phrases

What are adverbs?
An adverb is a word that describes a verb.  It tells you how, 
why, when or where it was done.
- I called angrily to my little sister.

What are adverbial phrases?
An adverbial phrase is like an adverb, it adds more
information to the sentence, but it uses more than one word
to describe the verb.

For example: The farmer drove the tractor in the evening.
Adverbs and adverbial phrases can describe how, when or 
where a verb is done.
How = The bees flew wildly.
When = The bees flew all of a sudden.
Where = The bees flew through the air.



Expectations
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- Children are encouraged to use adverbs in their story

- Children can be asked to spot any good adverbs in   
 books they are reading.

Find out more...

For more information about adverbs, visit -

h e r e

Click
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Click

writing. Word banks of adverbs may be useful for
children to refer to when they are writing.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr
https://www.theschoolrun.com/community

